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Sudden onset hazards

Can trigger sudden and large-scale displacement, 
but duration depends on recovery efforts.

Internally displaced persons are protected 
according to the Guiding Principles on internal 
displacement.

Those moving across international borders are not 
automatically protected by the 1951 refugee 
convention. 



Slow onset hazards

A gradual process, beginning with voluntary movement and 
potentially ending in displacement. 

Internally displaced persons are protected according to the 
Guiding Principles on internal displacement.

Those moving across international borders are not 
automatically protected by the 1951 refugee convention. 

There is a lack of criteria to distinguish between voluntary 
and forced movements.



Loss of territory

Internally displaced persons are protected according to the 
Guiding Principles on internal displacement.

Those moving across international borders are not 
automatically protected by the 1951 refugee convention. 

There is a lack of criteria to distinguish between voluntary 
and forced movements.

Should a state lose its entire territory, there is a risk that its 
population would be rendered stateless.



Conflict

The displaced are protected by International 
humanitarian law (IHL), The Guiding 
Principles on Internal Displacement and in 
cross-border cases International refugee 
law.



Migration and human rights

In addition to strengthening and developing 
protection regimes, facilitating pre-emptive 
migration should be considered.

Human rights law applies to all movement.

People must be protected against return to 
ill-treatment.



Prevent and protect! 


